
Attn:  Medical Claims,

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing on behalf of to request your consideration for coverage of 
costs for proposed endovenous laser treatment of saphenous incompetence.  
has large varicosities, which are in related to documented saphenous incomp       etence.  Traditional 
surgical treatment is high ligation at the saphenous junction together with stripping of the saphenous vein and 
interruption of branch varicosities.  This is a procedure that often requires multiple surgical incisions under a 
general anesthetic.  Typically, there is a period of 2 – 4 weeks required for post-operative convalescence and 
return to normal physical or work activities. 

Endovenous laser ablation is an innovative alternative to surgical ligation and stripping.  This procedure 
allows ablation of the incompetent saphenous vein through a percutaneous approach done under a local 
anesthetic.  In most cases there is no need for any surgical incision.  The patient can resume normal personal 
and work activities within 24 – 48 hours.  We have been performing this procedure since July 2006.  Health 
Canada approved the procedure in 2003.  We have had excellent results in our patients treated.  This 
procedure has had a longer track record in the United States and parts of Europe and is covered by many 
private insurers in these jurisdictions.  We are happy to forward any relevant reports of larger clinical 
experiences onto you, should you request these.  Additional information about treatment alternatives for 
venous disease and our group’s experience and qualifications can be found at www.OttawaLVC.com .   

EVLT is not an insurable benefit under the OHIP schedule.  As such, we are requesting that you consider 
complete or partial coverage of the costs associated with this procedure for your client.  As there is an early 
resumption of normal personal and work activities, there is clearly the potential to offset the cost of sick 
benefits paid for the time required to convalesce from conventional surgery.  Comparative studies also show 
the potential for reduced risk of complications of vein procedures such as wound infection, hematomas and 
peripheral nerve injury. 

The cost of endoluminal laser ablation is $2,600.00 Cdn.   

I ask that you duly consider this request for coverage for 
Please contact my office should you require any additional information. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Ottawa Vein Centre 
1145 Hunt Club, suite 560 
Ottawa, ON 
K1V 0Y3 
(613) 565-EVLT
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